MARSH   CLUB   RUSH, *Eleoc1iaris pahtstrto (L.) R.Br

394. Marsh Club Rush, Eleochans palustris (L.) R.Br.
(X I); perennial with creeping blackish root-stock, on the edges
of ponds, pools and wet ditches; roots slender and fibrous; tufts

of leaves and flowering
stems numerous, often
about 9 in. to 1 ft., buf
occasionally up to 2$
ft. high; peduncles with
a tubular sheath about
1-2 in, long at the base,
the sheath truncate at the
top, tinged with reddish-
crimson ; spikelets (A,
X 3) solitary at the top
of the peduncle, lanceo-
late in outline, com-
posed of several spirally
arranged imbricate
reddish-brown bracts
(glumes); lowermost
bract (B, X 4) ovate,
shorter and broader thaw
the others and without a
flower inside; other
bracts all with a flower in
their axils, broadly lance-
olate, with green middle
part, brown or reddish
towards the membra*
nous margin; stamens
(D, xl 0)3; anthers basi*
fixed, apiculate; hypo*
gynous bristles 4, with
reflexed barbs (C,' X 6);
ovary (E, x 6) obovoid,
smooth, the base of the
style much swollen into a thick cone-like paler body; style 2-
lobed; nut obovoid, rather compressed, tipped by the swollen
persistent base of the style (family Cyperaceae).

Like many other aquatic or semi-aquatic plants, this has a wide
range of distribution, south to northern Africa, and in North
America; it is common and widely distributed throughout Britain*
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